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I. Narrative Description of the Status of the Discipline(s) from a National Perspective 

 

The Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program at the College of Charleston offers in-depth 
experiential learning of an increasingly critical region of the world in socioeconomic terms: 
according to the United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2017 Report 
released on January 17, 2017, after contracting for two consecutive years, the economy of Latin 
America and the Caribbean is expected to return to positive growth in 2017. The report shows 
that world gross product grew by just 2.2 per cent in 2016, marking the slowest pace of 
expansion since the Great Recession of 2009. Global growth is projected to improve moderately 
to 2.7 per cent in 2017 and 2.9 per cent in 2018, but this is more an indication of economic 
stabilization than a signal of a robust revival of global demand. Against this backdrop, GDP in 
Latin America and the Caribbean is expected to grow by 1.3 per cent in 2017 and 2.1 per cent in 
2018, following an estimated contraction of 1 per cent in 2016. The modest recovery is expected 
to be supported by a pickup in external demand, an increase in commodity prices, and some 
monetary easing in South America amid lower inflation.  

According to the World Bank, LAC is expected to expand by 1.2% in 2017, followed by 2.1% in 
2018. Argentina and Brazil are coming out of recession, Mexico will keep growing, and Central 
America and the Caribbean will grow faster.  

In its latest Regional Economic Outlook for the Western Hemisphere, the IMF said that Latin 
America and the Caribbean is expected to gradually emerge from recession in 2017. 

The strengthening of the US economy is expected to increase demand for goods from most 
countries in Latin America with a stronger impact on major trading partners, notably Mexico and 
Costa Rica. In the United States, growth will recover thanks to supportive monetary conditions, 
less fiscal consolidation, lower energy prices and an increase in household wealth. Similarly, the 
recovery of growth in Europe and Japan will be supported by lower oil prices, currency 
depreciation and monetary policy stimulus, and will likely increase demand of industrial goods 
from Latin American countries. 

 



 



Within the United States, the exponential increase of Latino population has played a key role in 
the growing plurality of the country: according to the U.S. Census Bureau, 1.15 million of 
Hispanics were added to the nation’s population between July 1, 2013, and July 1, 2014. This 
number is close to half of the approximately 2.36 million people added to the nation’s population 
during this period. According to the Bureau’s most recent report, the Hispanic population of the 
United States was 55 million as of July 1, 2014, making people of Hispanic origin the nation’s 
largest ethnic or racial minority. Hispanics constituted 17 percent of the nation’s total population.  

According to the report on Population Estimates and Projections (“Current Population Reports” 
by Sandra L. Colby and Jennifer M. Ortman, issued March 2015), “the Hispanic population is 
projected to be the third fastest growing. The Hispanic population is projected to increase from 
55 million in 2014 to 119million in 2060, an increase of 115percent. In 2014, Hispanics are 
projected to account for 17 percent of the U.S. population. By 2060, 29 percent of the United 
States is projected to be Hispanic—more than one-quarter of the total population.” (9) According 
to Pew Research Center projections, immigrants will play the primary role in the future growth 
of the working-age population in the U.S. The largest segment of working-age adults – those 
born in the U.S. whose parents also were born in the U.S. – is projected to decline from 2015 to 
2035, both in numbers and as a share of the working-age population. The Center’s projections 
show a reduction of 8.2 million of these adults, from 128.3 million in 2015 to 120.1 million in 
2035. That numerical loss will be partially offset by an increase in the number of working-age 
U.S.-born adults with immigrant parents, who are projected to number 24.6 million in 2035, up 
from 11.1 million in 2015. But perhaps the most important component of the growth in the 
working-age population over the next two decades will be the arrival of future immigrants. The 
number of working-age immigrants is projected to increase from 33.9 million in 2015 to 38.5 
million by 2035, with new immigrant arrivals accounting for all of that gain. A significant 
percentage of this future immigrant flow will continue to be Hispanic. 

In South Carolina, the state’s Hispanic population almost tripled in the decade of 2000-10, and 
according to the Selig Center for Economic Growth of the Terry College of Business at the 
University of Georgia, in 2012 South Carolina Hispanics exercised a purchasing power of 
$4.4billion, 80% of which is spent within the State. During the period 2000-11, the Palmetto 
State ranked among the 10 fastest growing states in the nation for Hispanic population growth: 
tied for#2 with Tennessee. The U.S. Census Bureau reported approximately 262,000 Hispanics 
residing in the Palmetto State, or 5.42% of the total S.C. population. In addition, 76% of S.C. 
Hispanics speak Spanish at home. 

The continuing importance of Latin America to the United States in combination with the 
growing Latino population within the country have produced an increasing need for trained 
persons with a knowledge of the region to work in government, teaching, business, social 
services, community organizing, the arts, and other fields. Students graduate from the College of 
Charleston Latin American and Caribbean Studies (LACS) Program prepared for the many 
scholarly and professional opportunities this situation creates. Engaging over 40 faculty affiliates 
from a wide range of areas and departments from four different Schools (the School of 
Languages, Cultures and World Affairs, the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, the 
School of Education, Health, and Human Performance, and the School of Business), LACS 
additionally promotes focused and interdisciplinary research by hosting speakers and visiting 



scholars, as well as by supporting faculty with grants to develop curricula, and students to do 
fieldwork and research in situ, enhancing in this way their academic and transcultural 
experiences. Through its activities and academic program, LACS engages in promoting 
transcultural and global competence, alongside social responsibility. 

 

II. Program 

 

a. The Latin American and Caribbean Studies (LACS) major is an interdisciplinary and multi-
disciplinary program that explores the diverse cultures, histories, ideologies, literatures and 
political economies of Latin America and the Caribbean.  It exposes students to the dynamic 
development of these regions and their critical place in a globalizing world. The program 
endeavors to educate students for global citizenship and to prepare them for global careers. 
LACS majors are expected to: 

 

- Demonstrate a breadth and depth of knowledge about the region. 

- Think critically about development the region and its place in the international system. 

- Develop competence in Spanish, Portuguese or French language. 

- Develop a more intimate knowledge of at least one place in the region through study 
abroad. 

 

b. As revised February 2013, The College of Charleston’s Strategic Plan 
(http://www.cofc.edu/strategicplan/index.php) summarizes five "goals", four of which are directly 
linked to our department’s own mission and aforementioned objectives: 

 

• Provide students a highly personalized education based on a liberal arts and sciences core 
and enhanced by opportunities for experiential learning. 

• Develop or enhance nationally recognized undergraduate, graduate and professional 
programs in areas that take advantage of our history, culture and location in Charleston 
and contribute to the well-being of the region. 

• Provide students the global and interdisciplinary perspectives necessary to address the 
social, economic, environmental, ethical, scientific and political issues of the 21st 
century.  

• Establish and promote a vibrant campus-life atmosphere dedicated to education of the 
whole person through integration of curricular and co-curricular or extracurricular 
activities. 

http://www.cofc.edu/strategicplan/index.php


 

c. The Latin American and Caribbean Studies program at the College of Charleston supports and 
encourages the mission of the School of Languages, Cultures and World Affairs and the College 
by preparing students to become knowledgeable, engaged citizens in an increasingly 
interconnected global society. Interdisciplinary in nature, the LACS program explores the 
diverse cultures, histories, ideologies, literatures and political economies of Latin America and 
the Caribbean, exposing students to the dynamic development of these regions and their critical 
place in a globalizing world. It allows for faculty members and students coming from a wide 
range of areas, departments and schools, but with a common interest in Latin America and the 
Caribbean to benefit from an intellectually stimulating transdisciplinary environment.  

Founded as a minor program in 1997 (the second area studies program after African Studies), 
and becoming a major in 2005, the LACS program is highly regarded for its accomplishments, 
such as having been one of the few programs in the US to run a semester-long study abroad 
program in Cuba for seventeen years, and for having supported student participation in the 
Washington Model OAS (WMOAS) for over 30 years.  

 

d. Student Learning Outcomes of the Program 

 

1. Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will demonstrate an 
understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and /or Caribbean 
experience 

2. Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will be able to apply an 
integrative multi-disciplinary approach to an analysis of current issues in Latin America and/or 
the Caribbean. 

3. Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will demonstrate an 
appreciation for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean studies and its 
interdisciplinary,  multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches. 

 

III. Narrative Summary and Analysis of Departmental or Program Accomplishments 

 

a. The LACS program resumed its comprehensive program review to further strengthen its 
potential as a successful academic experience. A number of specific strategies were implemented 
during AY2016-17 in order to achieve this goal: 

1) Review and update the LACS Curriculum to better suit student needs, in terms of both course 
offerings and learning outcomes; identify and add existing courses in other areas but with a focus 
on the Latin American and/or Caribbean region to the LACS curriculum; review assessment plan 
to better implement and measure desired learning outcomes, including a more comprehensive 



assessment of SLO1 and discussion of whether SLO2 should be assessed earlier in the major; 
explore curriculum possibilities; establish or develop more outreach contributions as well as 
internship opportunities at the local, regional, national and international levels; 

2) Improve, strengthen, and expand collaborations with LACS-sponsored study abroad programs 
in Chile and Argentina;  

3) Launch a new study abroad program to Havana, Cuba;  

4) Develop relationships with other programs/fields: in the Summer 2017, LACS will be 
participating in the study abroad program to Costa Rica in conjunction with faculty from Supply 
Chain and Information Management within the School of Business; 

5) Improve visibility of the program; strengthen ties among LACS students, faculty, and director; 

6) Strengthen affiliation of LACS faculty with the program and raise a sense of ownership 
among faculty; explore academic and professional incentives for LACS faculty: raise awareness 
of availability of resources within the LACS program and LCWA; 

 

1.a) The following proposed additions and changes to the LACS curriculum were made as a 
result of such comprehensive curriculum review: 

- addition of FYSE 125: FYE Seminar in Latin America and/or the Caribbean; MUSC 
234: Music in Latin America; LING 260: Indigenous Languages of the Americas; SPAN 
400: Service Learning; SPAN 401: Internship; SPAN 491: Special Topics in Language 
Studies; and HONS 381: Honors Interdisciplinary Special Topics (the last four courses 
will count when they contain at least 1/3 LACS content). 

 

All of the above changes were approved by the Faculty Senate on April 18, 2017. Changes were 
successfully implemented to the new major and minor curricula. Below is the new program of 
study for AY2017-18: 

 

Latin American and Caribbean Studies, B.A. 

Degree: Bachelor of Arts 

Credit Hours: 33+ 

Courses within this major may also satisfy general education requirements. Please consult 
http://registrar.cofc.edu/general-edu for more information. 

Major Requirements 

The curriculum in Latin American and Caribbean Studies is divided into two sequences. 
Category A: History - Politics - Society and Category B: Literature- Culture - Languages. To 
ensure depth and breadth, students must take 15 credit hours in one category and 12 credit hours 

http://registrar.cofc.edu/general-edu


in the other with no more than 12 credit hours in any one discipline (except LACS); and no more 
than 15 credit hours at the 200-level or below (except LACS). All students must take the LACS 
101 Introduction to Latin American and Caribbean Studies (3) and the LACS 495 Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies Capstone (3). 

All students are required to take an additional year of foreign language beyond the College 
general education foreign language requirement. Students must fulfill their language requirement 
in Spanish, Portuguese or French. The language requirement may be fulfilled by 6 semesters (or 
the equivalent) in one language or four semesters in one language and two semesters in another 
(or equivalent). 

All majors are required to spend one semester or summer in a study or internship abroad program 
and earn a minimum of 6 credit hours (which may be part of the 33 credit hour major). Abroad 
program must be arranged with the Director of the Program and with the provision for an 
alternative or exemption on the basis of special circumstances. 

The courses listed below may be supplemented by Special Topics, Tutorials, Independent 
Studies, Internships, Study Abroad Courses, and Bachelor's Essays that focus on Latin America 
and /or the Caribbean in the various disciplines. 

Latin American and Caribbean Studies major are encouraged to double major or minor in other 
fields. Double majors and minors gain extra skills and knowledge. Though it is not 
recommended, students who choose to double major in LACS as well as in International Studies 
with a concentration on Latin America and the Caribbean may count of a maximum of four 100-
level courses in LACS towards both majors. No 200, 300, or 400-level course from either major 
may count towards the other. 

 

 

Required Courses 

• LACS 101 Introduction to Latin American and Caribbean Studies (3) 

• LACS 495 Latin American and Caribbean Studies Capstone (3)  

 

Complete 27 credit hours 

Select four-five courses from the courses totaling 12-15 listed in Category A; select four-five 
courses totaling 12-15 credit hours of 27 credit hours between both categories. 

Any LACS courses will count for either Category A or B. 

Latin American and Caribbean Studies Courses 

 

• FYSE 125: FYSE Seminar in Latin America and/or the Caribbean (3) 



• LACS 103 Introduction to Contemporary Cuba (3) 

• LACS 104 Introduction to Contemporary Chile (3) 

• LACS 105 Introduction to Contemporary Brazil (3) 

• LACS 106 Introduction to Contemporary Argentina (3) 

• LACS 200 Special Topics in Latin American and Caribbean Studies (3) 

• LACS 300 Special Topics in Latin American and Caribbean Studies (3) 

• LACS 310 Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in Latin America and the Caribbean (3) 

• LACS 320 Human Rights and Social Movements in Latin America and the Caribbean (3) 

• LACS 330 Colonial and Postcolonial Studies: Latin America and the Caribbean (3) 

• LACS 332 Latin American Politics and Society in Film (3) 

• LACS 340 Afro-Caribbean and Afro-Latin Studies (3) 

• LACS 350 Globalization and Mass Media in Latin America and the Caribbean (3) 

• LACS 360 Latina/o Identities: Constructions, Contestations, and Expressions (3) 

• LACS 400 Independent Study in Latin American and Caribbean Studies (3) 

• LACS 401 Latin American and Caribbean Studies Internship (1-4) 

• LACS 499 Bachelor's Essay (6) 

 

 

Category A: History - Politics - Civilization 

 

• ANTH 325 Peoples and Cultures of Latin America (3) 

• ANTH 327 Peoples and Cultures of the Caribbean (3) 

• ANTH 328 Aztecs, Maya, and Their Ancestors (3) 

• FREN 326 Survey of Francophone Civilization (3) 

• HIST 261 Special Topics: Modern Asia, Africa, or Latin America (3) * 

• HIST 262 Colonial Latin America (3) 

• HIST 263 Latin America since Independence (3) 

• HIST 361 Special Topics in Modern Asia, Africa, or Latin America (3) * 

• HIST 364 Sugar and Slaves in Colonial Brazil (3) 



• HIST 365 Modern Brazil (3) 

• HIST 366 Comparative Slavery in the Americas (3) 

• POLI 245 Cuban Revolution (3) 

• POLI 266 International Diplomacy Studies (3) 

• POLI 340 Politics of Latin America (3) 

• POLI 347 International Development: Theories and Practices (3) 

• POLI 351 Politics of Contemporary Brazil (3) 

• SOCY 362 Social and Cultural Change (3) 

• SPAN 333 Topics in Hispanic Cultures (3) * 

 

Note:*These courses must have at least 1/3 content in Latin America and the Caribbean to count 
toward the major. Permission of the program director must be granted for these courses to count 
toward the major. 

 

Category B: Literature - Culture - Languages 

 

• ENGL 233 Survey of Non-Western Twentieth Century Literature (3) 

• ENGL 234 Survey of Third-World Masterpieces (3) 

• ENGL 358 Colonial and Postcolonial British Literature (3) 

• FREN 320 Survey of Francophone Literature (3) 

• HONS 381 Honors Interdisciplinary Special Topics (3)* 

• LING 260 Indigenous Languages of the Americas (3) 

• LTFR 250 Francophone Literature in Translation (3) 

• LTPO 150 Portuguese Literature in (English) Translation (3) 

• LTPO 250 Portuguese Literature in (English) Translation: A Foreign Literature (3) 

• LTPO 270 Studies in Brazilian Film (3) 

• LTPO 280 Studies in Brazilian Civilization and Culture Through Literature (3) 

• LTPO 350 Portuguese Literature in (English) Translation: a Foreign Author (3) 

• LTPO 450 Portuguese Literature in (English) Translation: Comparative Literature (3) 



• LTSP 150 Literature in (English) Translation: Gallery World Literatures (3) 

• LTSP 250 Literature in (English) Translation: A Foreign Literature (3) 

• LTSP 252 Contemporary Latin American Literature in Translation (3) 

• LTSP 254 Society, History, and Culture in Spanish-American Literature (3) 

• LTSP 256 The Magic and the Real: Latin American Literature and Film (3) 

• LTSP 350 Literature in (English) Translation: A Foreign Author (3) 

• LTSP 450 Spanish Literature in (English) Translation: Comparative Literature (3) 

• LING 290 Special Topics in Linguistics (3) * 

• MUSC 222 Special Topics for Non-Majors (3) * 

• MUSC 234 Music in Latin America (3) 

• PORT 291 Portuguese for Spanish Speakers (3) 

• PORT 390 Special Topics in Portuguese (3) * 

• SPAN 315 Special Assignment Abroad (3) 

• SPAN 328 Spanish Language Study Abroad (3) 

• SPAN 366 Select Readings in Spanish America (3) 

• SPAN 400: Service Learning (3)* 

• SPAN 401 Internship (3)* 

• SPAN 447 Spanish Dialectology (3) 

• SPAN 490 Seminar: Special Topics in Hispanic Literature (3) * 

• SPAN 491 Special Topics in Language Studies (3)* 

• SPAN 492 Seminar in Hispanic Studies (3) * 

• SPAN 494 Seminar in Spanish American Literature (3) 

 

Note:*These courses must have at least 1/3 content in Latin America and the Caribbean to count 
toward the major. Permission of the program director must be granted for these courses to count 
toward the major. 

 

 

 



Course offerings in AY2016-17: 

Fall 2016 
 Title Enrollment  Max Professor 

LACS 101.01 LC 17: Introduction to Latin 
American & Caribbean Studies  

15 20 Sarah Owens 

LACS 101.02 Introduction to Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies 

31 35 Vicki Garrett 

LACS 101.03 Introduction to Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies 

31 35 Matthew Pettway 

LACS 310.01 Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

23 35 Matthew Pettway 

ENGL 233.01 Survey of NonWestern 20th Cnt 
Lit 

9  24 Simon Lewis 

FREN 326.01 A Survey of Francophone 
Civilization 

19 20 Robert Sapp 

HIST 261.01  St: Latin American Cities in 
Historical Perspective 

28 30 Lisa Covert 

INTL 290.05 ST: Comparative Social 
Movements 

13 30 Jason Taylor 

SOCY 362.01 Social Change 24 30 Donald Nielsen 

SPAN 333.03 La historia de Latinos/as en los 
Estados Unidos 

15 20 Nadia Avendano 

SPAN 333.04 La historia de Latinos/as en los 
Estados Unidos 

13 20 Nadia Avendano 

SPAN 366.01 Indigenismo: Rethinking 
Modernity in the Andes 

5 16 Edward Chauca 

SPAN 366.02 Indigenismo: Rethinking 
Modernity in the Andes 

15 16 Edward Chauca 

SPAN 447.01 Spanish Dialectology 13 15 Elizabeth Martinez-
Gibson 

SPAN 494.01 Sem. in Spanish American 
Lit.:Derechos humanos y 
neoliberalismo en la literatura 
latinoamericana 

15 15 Edward Chauca 



LTPO 270.02 Studies in Brazilian Film 17 20 Luci Moreira 

Total number of students: 286 
Average class size: 18 
Number of students in LACS courses: 100 
LACS average class size: 25 
 

Chile Study Abroad Program Fall 2016 

 Title Enrollment  Max Professor 

LACS 104 Introduction to Contemporary 
Chile  

6  Luis Ortega 

SPAN 320.06 Introduction to Textual Analysis 5  Luis Hachim 

SPAN 
328.01/03 

Spanish Language Study Abroad 6  Marina Alvarado 

SPAN 344.02 Advanced Grammar and Lexicon 4  Manuel Rubio 

SPAN 366.02 Select Readings in Spanish 
America 

7  Luis Hachim 

SPAN 490.01 Special Topics in Hispanic 
Literature 

6  Marcela Sainz 

POLI 340.01 Politics of Latin America 7  Rosa Basaure 

 

Spring 2017 
 Title Enrollment  Max Professor 

LACS 101.01 LC 3: Introduction to Latin 
American & Caribbean Studies 

20 30 Lola Colomina-
Garrrigos 

LACS 101.02 Introduction to Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies 

24 35 Hollis France 

LACS 101.03 Introduction to Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies 

26 35 Matthew Pettway 

LACS 320.01 Human Rights & Social 
Movement 

9 35 Jason Taylor 

LACS 350.01 Commodity Fictions: The World 
Economy in Latin America 
Literature and Film 

9 35 Edward Chauca 



AFST 202.02  ST: Diaspora Yoruba Culture and 
Lowcountry Connections 

19 30 Ajani Ofunniyin 

ANTH 329.01 ST: Indestructible Maya 15 30 Barbara Borg 

ENGL 234.01 Survey of 3rd World 
Masterpieces 

11 24 Simon Lewis 

FREN 320.01 Survey of Francophone Literature 21 22 Robert Sapp 

FREN 490 ST: Revolution, Regimes, and 
Religion: Visions of Haiti in Text 
and Film 

11 22 Robert Sapp 

HIST 450 ST: Transnational Histories of the 
Americas 

11 12 Lisa Covert 

INTL 290.02 Humanitarian and Development 
Aid - a critical examination  

14 30 Sarah Wuigk 

INTL 290.04 ST: Drugs, Guns and Gangs in the 
Americas 

22 30 Jason Taylor 

MUSC 222.04 ST: Music in Latin America 32 35 Michael S O'Brien 

SPAN 333.01 Perspectivas Latinoamericanas: el 
siglo XX desde Latinoamérica 

20 20 Edward Chauca 

SPAN 333.03 Pirates, Castaways, and Captives 
of Spain’s Atlantic Empire 

21 20 Carl A Wise 

SPAN 366.01 Perpetrator or Victim: 
Criminality, Violence, and 
Nationalism in the Argentine 
short story 

10 18 Martha Maus 

SPAN 492.01 Performance y cultura popular en 
América Latina 

5 15 Vicki Garrett 

SPAN 495.01 Capstone: UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites 

3 0 Joe Weyers 

LTSP 252.01 Contesting Oppression and 
Inequality through Fiction: the 
Southern Cone case 

16 25 Lola Colomina-
Garrigos 

POLI 266.02 International Diplomacy Studies: 
Model OAS 

8 0 Douglas Friedman 

POLI 340.01 Politics of Latin America 18 35 Douglas Friedman 

Total number of students: 345 



Average class size: 16 
Number of students in LACS courses: 88 
LACS average class size: 18 
 

Cuba Study Abroad Program Spring 2017 

 Title Enrollment  Max Professor 

LACS 101.04 Introduction to Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies 

4  Sarah Owens 

LACS 103.01 Introduction to Contemporary 
Cuba 

10  Ariel Camejo 

POLI 340.01 Politics of Latin America 10  Rosa Lopez-Oreguera 

POLI 245.01 Cuban Revolution 10  Rosa Lopez-Oreguera 

SPAN 328.02 Spanish Language Study Abroad 8  Sarah Owens  

 

Argentina Study Abroad Program Spring 2017 

 Title Enrollment  Max Professor 

LACS 106.01 Introduction to Contemporary 
Argentina  

4  Bruno Fanelli 

SPAN 320.06 Intro. to Textual Analysis 7  Mark P Del Mastro 

SPAN 328.01 Spanish Language Study Abroad 8  Mark P Del Mastro 

SPAN 333.05 Topics in Hispanic Cultures  9  Ana Turdo 

SPAN 344.02 Advanced Grammar and Lexicon 8  Mark P Del Mastro 

POLI 340.02 Politics of Latin America 2  Julio Burdman 

 

Engaging over 35 affiliate faculty from across campus, LACS makes a major contribution to 
interdisciplinarity, internationalization, personalized education, and high impact student experience in a 
number of ways. First and foremost, through its interdisciplinary courses given on and off campus; 
second, through its contributions to College-wide initiatives and programs including the following:  

- First Year Experience program: Sarah Owens taught one section of LACS 101 – Introduction to 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies, as part of a First Year Learning Community titled “Latin 
America and the French Caribbean”, along Kathy Kaufmann, in the Fall of 2016; Nadia 
Avendaño taught a section of the First Year Seminar “Latinos/as in the US” in Fall 2016; Barbara 
Borg taught an FYE course entitled “Getting To Know You: Westerners Meet the ‘Other’” also in 
the Fall of 2016 (part of this class focused on the Aztec conquest, and students also did an 
ethnographic film project on modern Maya farmers); Lola Colomina-Garrigós taught a section of 



LACS 101 as part of the FYE Leaning Community “Cross-Cultural Communication and 
Experience — Destination Latin America!” (taught with Dr. Celeste Lacroix) in Spring 2017;  

- Distance education: an online section of LACS 101, taught by Owens, was offered in Maymester, 
2017; and Barbara Borg taught ANTH 328 Aztecs, Mayas, and Their Ancestors as an on-line 
course in Summer II 2016 and will teach it again in Summer II 2017;  

- Honors Program: Matthew Pettway directed an independent study with Lauren Johnson in Spring 
2017.  Lauren Johnson's project was entitled "Homosexuality as a Threat to Cuban Masculinity in 
the Post Revolution” and it helped her meet her graduation requirements in the Honors program; 

- Independent Studies: Edward Chauca directed Tori Akerley’s research project titled “A Dialogue 
with Pain: Opening a Space for Healing in La Teta Asustada;” 

- Internships: The LACS program intends to make more significant contributions to the local, 
regional and international community by establishing or developing more internship opportunities 
for its majors towards the end of their degree (and tailored to their area of interest and needs) that 
are conducive to a job opportunity after graduation: with this goal in mind, three majors carried 
out internships: Paola Hazel’s internship titled “Immigrant Rights and Community Work with 
Student Action for Farmworkers and South Carolina Legal Services” where she interned for 
Student Action for Farmworkers (SAF) and for South Carolina Legal Services; Brooke 
Bazemore’s internship was titled “Understanding the Migrant Student Experience with the 
Charleston County School District” where she had the opportunity to work with the Charleston 
County School District's Migrant Education Program; and Francisca Palazuelo’s “Teaching 
printmaking at Balmaceda Arte Joven in Antofagasta, Chile,” where she taught a workshop for  
the Chilean Art Institute Balmaceda Arte Joven. All three internships were directed by Lola 
Colomina-Garrigós. 

 

Another major contribution by LACS is made through its study abroad programs. LACS operates three 
semester study abroad programs in Latin America - Chile, Argentina, and Cuba (the first two, along with 
Hispanic Studies). One of the main tasks undertaken this past year was the launching of a new semester-
long study abroad program in Havana, Cuba. After months of conversations and negotiation with several 
Cuban universities, it was decided that Spanish Studies Abroad, an established educational institution 
with headquarters in Amherst, Massachusetts, and Seville, Spain, was the best fit. 10 students participated 
in this newly launched program in the Spring of 2017. Courses were taught by the CofC program director, 
Sarah Owens, as well as by two professors from University of Havana and classes were held at the Centro 
de Estudios Martianos. The group had a day excursion to Las Terrazas, a Unesco Biosphere Reserve and 
a four day trip to the cities of Trinidad and Cienfuegos. Students enjoyed weekly activities including 
museum visits, service learning projects, and events with Cuban students. They lived with Cuban 
families. Interim Dean Tim Johnson and Lola Colomina conducted a very satisfactory site visit in early 
April, 2017. 

In an effort to expand collaborations across institutions, a CofC delegation (Associate Provost for 
International Education, Dr. Andrew Sobiesuo, Dr. Mark Del Mastro, Chair of Hispanic Studies, and 
LACS Director, Dr. Lola Colomina) paid a visit to our Chile program host university, Universidad de 
Santiago de Chile (USACH), in October of 2016. A series of conversations on how to expand 
collaborations between the two institutions started at that time and resumed in January of 2017, when a 
USACH delegation (Dean of the School of Humanities, Dr. Marcela Mella and CofC Academic 
Coordinators, Drs. Roxana Orrego and Manuel Rubio) visited our campus. The different conversations 



resulted in the drafting of an agreement by both institutions, an agreement that is currently being worked 
on. This agreement intends to put into effect a plan of action to identify key scholars whose research areas 
lend themselves to collaborative research between CofC and USACH as well as to faculty exchange for 
teaching (it may include a student exchange at a later time). 

 

The LACS program additionally promotes focused and interdisciplinary research by hosting speakers and 
visiting scholars. Furthermore, LACS internationalization efforts in AY2016-17 resulted in the 
organization and sponsor or co-sponsorship of a series of international events: First, and in an effort to 
strengthen relationships with the LACS-sponsored study abroad programs, LACS invited the academic 
directors of both, the Argentina and the Chile programs in September of 2016 and in January of 2017, 
respectively. Both directors were also invited to present their research: Dr. Ruben Marx, Director of the 
Argentina Program, who is also Director of the School of Graduate Studies at the Universidad Nacional 
de La Matanza, Buenos Aires as well as Academic Coordinator of the Master’s in International Economic 
Policy at the University of Buenos Aires, delivered two lectures at the College: "The Experience of 
Developmentalism in Argentina and in Brazil" and “Federico García Lorca y Manuel de Falla: su 
amistad en el exilio argentino” on September 14 and Sept. 15, respectively, 2016; the LACS program also 
co-sponsored talks by academic coordinators of the CofC Chile program, Drs. Roxana Orrego and 
Manuel Rubio, in January 2017: Dr. Orrego, Professor and Director of the Department of Linguistics and 
Literature at the USACH, presented “Learners´ and Teachers´ Beliefs about Learning Complex English 
Grammar Structures” on Jan. 31; Dr. Rubio presented “Texts Written by Elementary School Students: A 
Grammatical Description” on February 1, 2017. 

The LACS program also invited LACS graduate Tom Laffay (CofC’11), an already renowned 
photojournalist and documentary filmmaker dedicated to issues of human rights, public health and 
conflict, to speak to the College, and in particular to CofC students, about possibilities of working on 
visual journalism and human rights in Latin America. Tom Laffay's talk, "Visualizing Human Rights in 
the Changing Media Landscape of Latin America," was delivered on October 27, 2016. 

LACS was very active in its sponsorship of a wide series of events during the past academic year, 
including: Vanessa Agard-Jones delivered the African American Studies Program's Conseula Francis 
Emerging Scholar Lecture titled “‘After the End of the World:’ A Black Feminist Analytic for the 
Anthropocene” on Feb. 20, 2017; Celeste Mann delivered her talk “The Legacy of Chiquinha Gonzaga, a 
woman ahead of her time” on March 29 (there was a Bossa Nova concert to celebrate the music of Tom 
Jobim, on March 19 as well); the 2017 World Cultures Fair; Xóchitl Chávez’s talk titled “Booming 
Bandas of Los Ángeles: Gender and the Practice of Transnational Zapotec Philharmonic Brass Bands” 
took place on March 23, 2017; and the film screening and discussion of the award-winning documentary 
“Diálogo con mi abuela/Dialog with My Grandmother,” directed by Gloria Rolando, on April 24, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Program Enrollments 

 

Excluding individual enrollments. 

 

 

Not including courses that were cancelled and individual enrollments. 

 

 

 

 



Due in part to the appeal of the relatively new International Studies major and its concentration in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the LACS program has experienced a decline in majors and minors as seen 
below:  

  LACS majors  LACS minors  

2010-2011  19   24 

2011-2012  14   24 

2012-2013  11   20    

2013-2014  6   14    

2014-2015  7   11   

2015-2016  6   9 

2016-2017  10   8 

    

The 2010-11 Annual Report already stressed the decline in LACS majors seemingly due to greater 
attraction of the INTL LACS concentration. The 2011-12 LACS Annual Report noted a consensus among 
LACS faculty to examine this decrease in LACS numbers and stressed the need to explicitly differentiate 
between LACS and INTL by making the advantages and disadvantages of both programs clear to 
prospective students. This goal, however, is not mentioned in the 2012-13 or in subsequent annual reports 
and suggested that the decrease of LACS majors had not sufficiently been addressed and that a significant 
program review was still needed.  

A comprehensive program review was finally put into effect throughout the AY2016-17 and as a result of 
the aforementioned implemented strategies together with a more aggressive recruitment plan, the LACS 
program increased its number of majors by 66.6%, as seen below:  

  LACS majors  LACS minors  

Fall 2015  1   9 

Spring 2016  6   9 

Spring 2017  10   9 

 

b. Program Assessment 

The LACS Major is currently under review in order to make it more effective in terms of meeting 
departmental Student Learning Outcomes. Starting in the academic year of 2015-2016, and in order to 
better assess SLO1 (students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies will demonstrate an understanding 
of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and/or Caribbean experience), it was decided that 
assessment was to be carried out every semester of every academic year instead of every even year (as 
was done in the past); and two artifacts, (a take-home essay and an analytic essay from the final exam) 
were to be collected from all students in all sections of LACS 101, instead of the one artifact and the 
random sample that was collected in the past. In these essays (both, in the take home essay and in the final 
exam), students are expected to analyze and describe issues clearly and indicate a thorough reading and 



understanding of the cultural text. Students must also demonstrate in-depth knowledge of political context 
and address major contemporary and historical issues pertinent to the Latin American and/or Caribbean 
experience.  With regard to SLO2 and SLO3, and due to an exponential decrease in the number of majors 
between 2011 and 2015, LACS 495 could not be offered and, therefore, could not be assessed in the past.  

SLO1, A1: Students in LACS 101 complete a take home essay where they analyze a cultural text and 
highlight the political context. Students describe the content of a cultural text and where the essay places 
text in political context. Students address major contemporary and historical issues pertinent to the Latin 
American and /or Caribbean experience. Each semester all essays in all LACS 101 classes are assessed. 
Performance target: 90% of students were expected to achieve a rating of “meets standard” or beyond. 
SLO1, A2: Students in LACS 101 take a final exam where they demonstrate understanding and 
knowledge of the political context of a cultural text. Each semester all final exams in LACS 101 are 
assessed. Performance target: 90% of students were expected to achieve a rating of "meets standard" or 
beyond.  

Assessment results: In the Fall of 2016, two measures (a take home essay and an essay in the final exam) 
were used to assess SLO1 across all sections of LACS 101: for SLO1, A1, there were 77 students but 12 
did not complete it (or samples could not be gathered). 61 samples (93.8%) achieved a rating of meets or 
exceeds standard; for SLO1, A2, there were 77 students but 4 students did not complete it. 63 samples 
(86.3%) achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard. In the Spring of 2017, for SLO1, A1, there were 
74 students but 7 students did not complete it. 62 samples (92.5%) achieved a rating of meets or exceeds 
standard; for SLO1, A2, there were 74 students but 1 student did not complete it. 54 samples (73.9%) 
achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard. The average ratings for SLO1, A1, of Fall 2016 and 
Spring 17 are the following: there were 151 students but 19 did not complete it (or data could not be 
gathered). 123 samples (93.1%) achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard. Performance target has 
been met; the average ratings for SLO1, A2, AY 2016-17 are: there were 151 students but 5 did not 
complete. 117 samples (80.1%) achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard. Performance target has 
not been met. The data collected in the Fall of 2016 and the Spring of 2017 showed a rating of 93.1% 
students met or exceeded standard for SLO1, A1, while a rating of 80.1% students met or exceeded 
standard for SLO1, A2. Therefore, performance targets were only met for SLO1, A1. The average ratings 
for AY 2016-17 including Maymester 2017 are the following: for SLO1, A1, there were 165 students but 
22 did not complete. 133 samples (out of 143) (93%) achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard. 
Performance target has been met. For SLO1 A2, there were 165 students but 5 did not complete. 132 
samples (out of 133) (82.5%) achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard. Performance target has not 
been met. 

“Closing the Loop”: Assessment results for A1, SLO1, in AY 2016-17 (93% achieved a rating of meets 
or exceeds standard) showed improvement over the previous year (in AY 2015-16, 87.5% achieved a 
rating of meets or exceeds standard) and suggested that continuous assessment of Measure 1 for SLO1 
ensures students learn the critical tools and content necessary to succeed in demonstrating an 
understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and/or Caribbean experience. 
Assessment results for A2, SLO1, in AY 2016-17, however, where 82.5% achieved a rating of meets or 
exceeds standard and performance target was not met, suggesting that a review of this particular learning 
outcome, measure, and course content is in order. With this goal in mind, LACS will schedule a 
workshop for LACS 101 - Introduction to Latin American and Caribbean Studies, the course where SLO1 
has been assessed so far, in early Fall 2017, to revisit course content, student learning outcomes, and 
measures.  



The Office for Institutional Effectiveness and Strategic Planning has recommended that LACS start 
assessing SLO1 in LACS courses at the 400 level, starting either in Fall 2017 or Spring 2018. A retreat 
has been scheduled prior to the start of AY 2017/18 to discuss this recommendation with LACS faculty. 

The LACS program recently underwent a substantial review of its major in order to make it more 
effective in terms of meeting the program learning objectives. To that end, the program added several 
LACS courses at the 300-level that started being offered in the Fall of 2016. These courses are meant to 
help bridge the gap between introductory and intermediate level courses and the Capstone, in an effort to 
better prepare our students for the later assessment of SLO2 (Students in Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies apply an integrative multidisciplinary approach to an analysis of current issues in Latin American 
and/or the Caribbean) and SLO3 (Students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies will demonstrate an 
appreciation for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean Studies and its 
interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches) at the end of their major. No data has 
been collected for either SLO2 or SLO3 in the past due to the fact that the number of majors is currently 
too small for the Capstone to be offered. As a result of this lack of data, LACS decided (discussion among 
LACS faculty took place on January 27, 2017) to start assessing SLO2 in LACS courses at the 300 level, 
starting in Fall 2017. Two artifacts will be collected from students: one research paper and a final research 
paper where students must employ three disciplinary perspectives (political, historical, and cultural) 
evidenced by the use of both primary and secondary sources from those disciplines. Research papers 
synthesize disciplinary approaches, are analytical, comparative and evaluative and produce original 
insights into the theme of the course.  

Following recommendation from the Office for Institutional Effectiveness and Strategic Planning, LACS 
will start assessing SLO3 at the 400 level, starting in Fall 2017. 

Changes to be Implemented in AY 2017-18, based on AY 2016-17 results: 

- Review course content, learning outcomes, and measures in LACS 101 (course where SLO1 has been 
assessed so far) in AY 2017-18; 

- Start assessment of SLO1 in LACS 400-level courses, starting either in Fall 2017 or Spring 2018; 

- Start assessment of SLO2 in LACS 300-level courses, starting in Fall 2017; 

- Start assessment of SLO3 in LACS 400-level courses, starting in Fall 2017. 

 

c. Diversity: inherently intertwined with the transdisciplinary nature of the program is the need to 
understand issues of race, ethnic, gender and class diversity. The LACS program strives to diversify its 
academic and human components and with this goal in mind, it was granted a two-year Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship in Latin American and Caribbean Studies by the School of Languages, Cultures, and World 
Affairs. The successful candidate, Dr. Matthew Pettway, comes from an under-represented group and his 
primary scholarly focus is in issues of race, gender, and ethnicity. Recruitment from a minority pool will 
certainly help narrow the ongoing employment gap suffered by minorities. On his first year, Dr. Pettway 
contributed in numerous ways to diversifying intellectual discussions both in and outside the classroom: 
he taught the LACS 310: Gender, Race, and Ethnicity in Latin America and the Caribbean in Fall 2016 
with great success; he also taught two sections of LACS 101 –Introduction to Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies; and on March 30, 2017, he delivered his talk “In Search of My Brother: The Ghosts of 
Slavery in Black Colonial Cuba.” Thanks in part to the financial support offered by LACS, Dr. Pettway 
was able to finish his single authored book manuscript titled Black Cuban Literature in the Age of 



Conspiracy: Juan Francisco Manzano and Gabriel de la Concepción Valdés, currently under contract 
with the University Press of Mississippi.   

d. Evidence of the many accomplishments by LACS faculty in the areas of research, professional 
development and service in the past academic year may be found in FAS. 

e. The LACS program has made contributions to the local, regional and international community with the 
following AY2016-17 internships: Paola Hazel’s internship titled “Immigrant Rights and Community 
Work with Student Action for Farmworkers and South Carolina Legal Services” where she interned for 
Student Action for Farmworkers (SAF) and for South Carolina Legal Services; Brooke Bazemore’s 
internship was titled “Understanding the Migrant Student Experience with the Charleston County School 
District” where she had the opportunity to work with the Charleston County School District's Migrant 
Education Program; and Francisca Palazuelo’s “Teaching printmaking at Balmaceda Arte Joven in 
Antofagasta, Chile,” where she taught a workshop for  the Chilean Art Institute Balmaceda Arte Joven. 
All three internships were directed by Lola Colomina-Garrigós. 

f. The LACS program seeks to strengthen affiliation of LACS faculty with the program and raise a sense 
of ownership among faculty, explore academic and professional incentives for LACS faculty, and raise 
awareness of availability of resources within the LACS program and LCWA. As a result, LACS granted 
Research and Development grants to the faculty who submitted successful proposals to develop a course 
for the program. They are: Nadia Avendaño (“Latina/o Voices: Negotiating Identity in their Cultural and 
Literary Production”); Vicki Garrett (“Intersecting Latin American Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in 
Historico-Cultural Context”); Matthew Pettway ("Becoming Afro-Latin Americans: An Odyssey of Race, 
Diaspora and Identity), and Edward Chauca (“Film, Fiction, and the Cuban Revolution”). As continuation 
of the program retreat held in May 2016, which also included a workshop for LACS 101 instructors, 
LACS has scheduled another program retreat at the beginning of AY 2017-18 as well as a LACS 101 
workshop around the middle of the Fall 2017 semester. 

g. In AY2016-17, LACS was able to increase its number of majors thanks to the strategic plan that was 
put into effect starting in August of 2015: the comprehensive review to further strengthen the program´s 
potential as a successful academic experience together with the commendable recruitment efforts of its 
affiliate faculty resulted in an increase of 500% in AY 2015-16 and a subsequent increase of 66.6% in AY 
2016-17. However, this increase in majors may not be sustained in the long term unless a permanent line 
or a joint line is approved by Academic Affairs. Efforts are being made, both by the School of Languages, 
Cultures, and World Affairs and by Academic Affairs, to help staff LACS courses. Proof of this was the 
Post-Doctoral hire who will be teaching three courses for LACS in AY 2016-17 and 2017-18. This hire 
has already proven incredibly helpful and it fact it has helped recruit majors. However, after AY 2017-18, 
LACS will continue to face its major ongoing challenge, the fact that it does not have exclusively 
designated permanent faculty and this poses a number of issues: first, it becomes very difficult to staff 
courses, particularly now that the program has added more upper level LACS courses in an effort to 
present more curricular options for its majors; second, it is more challenging to motivate its faculty to 
participate in program activities since they are already committed to their own departmental duties. Thus, 
the main obstacle that the LACS program will be facing in upcoming years will be being able to staff its 
courses, particularly now that six ST courses have been added at the 300 level to reinforce the major.  

  

h. Below are the goals set forth in AY2017-18:  

1) Start assessment of SLO2 in LACS 3xx; start assessment of SLO1 and SLO3 in LACS 
4xx; 



2) Continue  to raise visibility and relevance of the program across campus as well as 
regionally and nationally by resuming work on advertisement and promotional campaign, 
etc.; 

3) Increase number of majors and minors by continuing to take a number of measures, such 
as introducing students to the program at an earlier stage through FYE courses; 

4) Work toward obtaining a permanent line with a focus on issues of race and gender for the 
program and breach the gap in black-white employment; 

5) Review our introductory course to Latin American and Caribbean Studies, LACS 101; 
6) Continue to build internship opportunities with both, academic and non-academic foreign 

institutions; 
7) Continue to monitor LACS sponsored study abroad programs to improve their academic 

excellence; 
8) Seek fund-raising opportunities in collaboration with the LCWA Dean’s office; 
9) As part of the College’s next Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), “Sustainability Literacy 

as a Bridge to Addressing 21st-Century Problems”, start implementing a sustainability 
related component in selected LACS 101 sections with the goal of adding it as a 
permanent component of the course. 

 

 

LACS graduates: 

Tori Akerley (Major) 

Taylor Moore (Minor) 

Alexandra Comey (Minor) 

Alexandra Rodriguez (Minor) 

Kelsey Vories (Minor) 

Martin Cohen (Minor) 

Number of LACS students during the 2016-2017 academic year (before graduation) 

Majors: 10 

Minors: 9 

Award: 

Outstanding Student in Latin American & Caribbean Studies: Tori Akerley 

Summer Internships: 

Paola Hazel: “Immigrant Rights and Community Work with Student Action for Farmworkers and South 
Carolina Legal Services”;   

Brooke Bazemore: “Understanding the Migrant Student Experience with the Charleston County School 
District”;  



Francisca Palazuelo: “Teaching printmaking at Balmaceda Arte Joven in Antofagasta, Chile”. 

 

j. Student and recent graduate accomplishments 

Charly Banks (charlybanks@gmail.com ): Finished first year of law school at Florida State University 
College of Law, currently clerking at a Real Estate and Business law firm for the summer in Tallahassee 
Florida 

Collin Laverty (collin@cubaeducationaltravel.com ): owner and president of Cuba Educational Travel, 
founded in 2012; senior partner at Havana Strategies, which he also founded; worked from 2006-2010 at 
the Center for Democracy in the Americas; earned his master’s in International Relations at UC-San 
Diego 2012; leading expert on Cuba (he participated in the Cuba program at COFC) 

Keyayanna Alexander (alexanderkr@g.cofc.edu ): has been working as a flight Attendant for Republic 
Airlines. In a few months she will start looking into grad school and will hopefully be enrolled in a 
program this time next year.  

Kent Roth (kentroth@gmail.com ): he owns and operates Firehouse Hostel and Lounge in Austin, TX as 
well as a tour company called ATXcursions; he is in the process of opening another hostel and bar in 
Dallas, TX.  Opening expected this fall/winter. 

Arden Sherman (arden.sherman@gmail.com ): Arden is the director of this gallery: 
https://www.huntereastharlemgallery.org  and he works with many artists from South America and 
Caribbean. He is going to open an exhibition at PAMM in 3 weeks: http://pamm.org/exhibitions/spots-
dots-pips-tiles-exhibition-about-dominoes-0  
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LACS Faculty 2016-17 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nadia Avendano Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Hilary Barnes Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Mary Ann Blitt Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Barbara Borg Anthropology HSS 
Raul Carrillo-Arciniega Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Edward Chauca Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Tim Coates History HSS 
Maria Colomina-Garrigos   Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Lisa Covert    History HSS 
Hollis France Political Science HSS 
Douglas Friedman International Studies LCWA 
Victoria Garrett Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Kathy Kaufmann French LCWA 
Kameika Murphy History LCWA 
Celeste Lacroix Communications HSS 
Simon Lewis English HSS 
Beatriz Maldonado International Studies/Econ 

 

 

LCWA/ SOB 
Elizabeth Martinez-Gibson Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Luci Moreira Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Jose Moreira Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Michael O’Brien Music School of the Arts 
Sarah Owens Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Matthew Pettway LACS/ HISP LCWA 
Robert Sapp French LCWA 
Andrew Sobiesuo CIE/Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Jason Taylor LACS/ INTL LCWA 
Antonio Tillis Dean/LACS/HISP LCWA 
Felix Vasquez Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Marianne Verlinden Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Ricard Viñas de Puig Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Joseph Weyers Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Carl Wise Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Sarah Wuigk INTL/LACS LCWA 


